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1 ．Most well-known next to Jesus





regarding	 the	books	 available	 for	 adults	 and	









	 Japan	has	been	 recognized	 as	 a	 country	
that	succeeded	in	achieving	modernization	first	
among	Asian	countries	by	 introducing	western	












tion	or	Westernization,	 in	spite	of	 the	 fact	 that	
Christian	contributions	 in	many	 fields	such	as	
culture,	 art,	music,	 education,	 social	welfare,	
medicine	and	so	on,	have	been	great.
	 In	 this	 historical	 and	 social	 background,	
Martin	Luther	 is	known	as	 the	 reformer	and	
founder	of	Protestant	churches,	and	as	the	one	
who	made	 the	shift	 into	 the	modern	age	pos-
sible（although	he	himself	lived	at	the	last	stage	













2 ．An image of Luther in 1917
	 As	 I	mentioned	above,	ninety-seven	years	
ago	 in	 1917	 there	were	 celebrations	 and	me-
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rupt	 and	depraved	customs	 in	 the	 church	at	
that	time,	but	 it	might	have	been	very	difficult	

















































tory,	 a	 stream	of	 realization	of	 the	autonomy	
of	human	spirit	 and	mind	 is	visible	 from	13th	
century	on	 in	the	west（Dietrich	Bonhoeffer）.	
The	realm	for	religion	had	been	narrowed	 into	
the	 inner	world	 at	 the	 age	 of	 enlightenment	
which	Kant	 represents.	 	Even	 though	 the	 re-







sive	 activity	 of	 salvation（Paul	Althaus）still	




sect	of	 Japanese	Buddhism	must	be	 typical	 in	
this	regard.
	 As	Karl	Barth,	 in	his	Church Dogmatics, 
called	Shinran（親鸞）and	the	Mahayana	True	
Pure	Land	sect（ 浄 土 真 宗 ）that	he	 founded,	
“Japanese	Protestantism,”	we	 should	 also	 be	









around	 the	world	 also	 become	Buddhas	 and	
enter	into	the	Pure	Land.		By	the	immeasurable	
mercy	of	Amitabha,	 and	 through	 the	 invoca-
tion	of	Amitabha,	one	can	be	saved.		We	cannot	
deny	that	this	structure	of	salvation	taught	by	


































	 Shinran’s	 severe	 struggle	of	 the	 soul,	 the	
joyful	experience	of	 the	revelation	of	 the	mys-
tery	of	 salvation,	 and	his	deep	 reflection	and	
thought,	combined	with	Rennyo’s	great	spiritual	
skills	 for	 evangelism	 toward	ordinary	people	
and	his	organizational	 abilities,	made	possible	






























	 Today	 Asia	 has	 grown	 to	 be	 called	 a	
growth	center	 for	global	economy.	 	The	coun-




of	 the	people	 by	making	use	 of	 rich	natural	
resources	and	huge	population,	good	quality	of	
labor	 force,	 and	big	market.	 	Global	economy,	
neo-liberalism,	 fierce	 completion,	 and	market	
principle	threaten	the	weak	economy	as	well	as	
individual	life	and	give	a	chance	for	success.
	 Does	 this	 time	of	economic	and	 industrial	
development	need	or	allow	flourishing	a	kind	of	
a	 religion	which	encourages	people	 to	engage	






atonement	 is	 interpreted	to	 include	the	allevia-
tion	of	sickness	and	poverty,	which	are	viewed	
as	curse	to	be	broken	by	 faith.	 	 Is	 it	not	com-








sized	 this	 trend.	 	 It	was	not	only	 in	 the	USA	
where	this	new	religious	emphasis	has	 in	 fash-
ion	but	in	many	parts	of	the	world	as	well.
	 Are	we	 Lutherans	 also	 not	 tempted	 to	






	 “Let	 us	 outline	 very	 briefly	 how	 com-











	 It	 is	very	clear	 that	 the	God	of	 the	Bible	
does	care	the	material	welfare	as	well	as	spiri-
tual	welfare.	 	He	allows	us	 to	pray	 for	 “daily	















Luther’s	 teaching	about	 the	 fourth	petition	 to	
ask	God’s	gifts	for	bodily	and	materially	welfare.
	
5 ．Justification by grace alone
	 Now	 it	 is	 time	 to	speak	about	 the	central	
theological	issue	of	Luther’s	Reformation;	name-
ly,	 the	doctrine	of	 justification	by	grace	alone	
through	 faith	alone.	 	His	 teaching	was	sharply	




was	grounded	 in	 the	 teaching	of	works	 righ-
teousness	 through	the	 famous	principle	 “facere 
quod in se est,”	which	meant	 that	God	gives	
grace	to	those	who	do	what	is	within	them.
	 I	would	 like	 to	develop	 this	 argument	of	
works	righteousness	within	 the	contemporary	




ism	with	 its	bare	competition-ism	 that	 is	pre-
dominant	all	 over	 the	world,	 including	 Japan.	
The	law	of	the	jungle,	where	the	weak	become	
the	victims	of	the	strong,	rules	the	world,	even	
though	it	 is	said	that	a	 fair	start	 is	guaranteed	









has	 increased	because	of	 its	 easy	and	conve-
nient	method.		But,	without	hesitation,	an	over-
whelming	majority	of	pregnant	women	choose	











	 To	what	 extent	will	 our	Asian	 countries	
welcome	 or	 be	 able	 to	 endure	 the	 growing	
population	of	 the	aged,	 the	physically	disabled	
or	those	who	are	mentally	handicapped	–	those	
who	are	 regarded	as	 less	 or	non-productive?	
What	 lies	behind	 these	phenomena	 is	an	 idea	
deeply	 rooted	 in	 the	 life-philosophy	of	works	
righteousness,	or	the	principle	of	“facere quod in 
se est.”	 	Can	you	 imagine	the	world	or	society	
with	only	“healthy”	or	“perfect”	people?		
	 I	am	trying	 to	relate	a	 teaching	of	works	
righteousness	and	 justification	by	grace	alone	
through	 faith	alone	 to	contemporary	 issues	 in	
Japan	in	such	fields	as	market	economy	and	bio-
ethics.	 	My	conviction	 is,	 as	 I	have	explained	
in	my	previous	papers	 read	 in	Malaysia,	 that	
Luther’s	revolutionary,	counter-cultural	teaching	
of	 justification	by	grace	 through	 faith	poten-








	 What	we	need	 to	do	 is	 to	 reinterpret	Lu-
ther’s	 teaching	of	 justification,	which	has	been	





expand	 the	 context	 in	which	 salvation	 takes	
place.		Soteriology	deals	with	how	the	salvation	
of	sinners	happens	and	with	what	sin	is.		Sin	is	
often	understood	 in	moralistic	 terms	as	 “evil-
doing,”	hubris,	or	concupiscentia.	 	However,	sin	
must	be	 interpreted	 in	 its	relational	sense,	not	
























of	Christ	 on	 the	 cross,	 but	 also	God’s	 critical	




and	 the	means	of	overcoming	suffering.	 	 It	 is	




6 ．Disasters and eschatological way 




quake	and	 tsunami	 took	place	off	Smatra	 fol-
lowed	by	 the	 terrible	disaster	 in	wide	area	of	
southeast	Asia,	India	and	east	Africa.	 	We	can-
not	 forget	 the	great	 earthquake	and	 tsunami	












theodicy	 issue,	 rather	 anthropodicy	becomes	





























saying	 recorded	 on	 some	page	 in	 one	 of	 the	
100	volumes	of	the	Weimarer Ausgabe.			Rather	
there	are	several	hypotheses	about	when	and	

























	 Since	 then,	many	 terminal	 stage	 cancer	
patients	have	received	spiritual	care	and	sup-



















The Freedom of a Christian（1520）which	be-
gins	with	two	paradoxical	statements:	“A	Chris-
tian	 is	 a	perfectly	 free	 lord,	 subject	 to	none,”	
and	“A	Christian	 is	a	perfectly	dutiful	 servant	


























	 This	Christian	way	of	 life	or	ethics	 is	more	
than	an	ethics	of	“give-and-take”	or	“mutual	aid
（互助）.”		Today’s	social	welfare	system	is	going	
















	 The	ground	of	human	 life	 is	not	 in	his	or	
herself,	but	 is extra nos.	 	This	 teaching	should	
not	be	confined	 to	 the	doctrine	of	 soteriology	
with	 only	 the	 redemption	 or	 forgiveness	 of	
sin,	but	should	be	wide	ranging	to	 include	the	



























ans	 in	 Japan	are	 in	 the	process	 of	preparing	
commemorative	worship	services	with	Roman	
Catholics	and	others	 in	2017.	We	must	be	con-





















ology	of	 the	Cross,	 the	author	attempts	 to	con-
textualize	Luther	and	his	Theology	of	 the	Cross	
in	 contemporary	 Japan	where	 the	 prevailing	
value-system	seems	to	be	the	complete	opposite	
of	Luther’s	 thought,	and	yet	where,	 through	the	
True	Pure	Land（Jodo-shin）teachings	of	Shinran,	
Buddhism	has	won	 large	numbers	of	adherents,	
through	the	use	of	a	faith-structure	similar	to	that	
of	Luther.
	 本稿は，世界ルーテル連盟宣教と発展部門主催で
2014年11月16－22日にインドネシアのメダンで
開催された「第三回アジアルター主義研究協議会」
で発表された講演原稿である。講演者であるルー
テル学院大学学長，江藤直純は2012年にマレー
シアのコタキナバルで開催された第一回研究協議
会から連続して講演を続けてきた。2017年にその
任務を完了する予定のこの連続研究協議会はアジ
アにおけるルター主義とルター派のアイデンティ
ティを探り樹立しようとの共同の努力の一環であ
る。
	 十字架の神学というメインテーマの下で，講演者
はルターと彼の十字架の神学とを，それと正反対
の価値観が支配的であるように見える現代日本，
また親鸞によって教えられたところの，ルターの
それと共通したあるいは類似した信仰の構造を持
つ仏教の一派，すなわち浄土真宗が多数の門徒を
擁しているこの現代日本の中でコンテクスチャラ
イズ（文脈化）することを試みている。

